Texas Ranks Low in Percentage of Young Adults with a
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher

Percentage of Young Adults in 2015 (Ages 25-34) With a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
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The U.S. is often compared to other countries in the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) when measuring educational attainment. However, within the United States, each
individual state can have very different education systems. Disaggregating attainment by individual U.S.
states highlights the variance between state education systems in attainment percentages. The U.S. average
for young adults (ages 25-34) with a bachelor’s degree or higher is 36 percent, the same as the OECD average
and 7 percentage points higher than the Texas average. These rankings can change significantly when
comparing attainment levels of an associate degree or higher.

Source: OECD (2016), Education at a Glance 2016: OECD Indicators, OECD Publishing, Paris.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/eag-2016-en; U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey, 2014 Three-Year Estimates
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/searchresults xhtml?refresh=t.

Note: The methodology and design for this figure was derived from the Texas Business Leadership Council and NCHEMS, 2013 TAB
Higher Education Summit.
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