
Completing the Texas Application for State Aid



What is 
the TASFA?

An application used by 
financial aid administrators 
at most Texas colleges and 
universities to determine a 
student’s eligibility for 
state financial aid



Objectives
• Gain understanding about  

completing the TASFA 

• Discuss answers to 
frequently 
asked questions 

• Discover resources to help 
students



• H.B. 1403 ― passed in 2001 by Texas Legislature

• S.B. 1528  ― updated law in 2005

• State law classifies eligible students as Texas 
residents for purposes of paying tuition.

• Eligible for state financial aid 
at Texas colleges & universities. 

Texas in-state tuition law



• Graduate from high school/receive a GED in TX

• Reside in TX for at least three consecutive years 
before graduation or receiving GED

• Reside in TX for at least one year leading up to 
college enrollment

• Sign a notarized Affidavit of Intent 

• During admissions 

Requirements for in-state tuition



Scenario #1 – Maria 



Scenario #2 – Ricardo 



Scenario #3 – Jacob 



September – December (fall of senior year) 

• Apply for admission 

• Fulfill residency requirements set by S.B. 1528

(e.g. complete affidavit – notarize)

• Register with Selective Service (males)

October 

• Verify college accepts the TASFA

• Complete the TASFA 

• Make copies

• Original signature

• Mail TASFA directly to the colleges' financial aid office

• Follow up with the colleges

TASFA Timeline for 2020-2021



State aid 
programs for 
which TASFA 
applicants may 
be eligible

• TEXAS Grant

• Texas Public Education Grant (TPEG)

• Texas Equalization Grant (TEG)

• Texas Educational Opportunity Grant 
(TEOG)

• State exemption programs 

• Texas College Work-Study Program 

• students with work permit



Limited options 

• Federal aid is not available - federal aid includes federal 
student loans, grants, and work-study

• College Access Loan (CAL) is a state loan that requires 
a cosigner who is a permanent resident or U.S. citizen. 
The student’s immigration status is not considered

• Scholarships*
• May require FAFSA

• May have to demonstrate financial need (EFC)

• May require a social security number

*ask questions





TASFA 

• Section one: Student information

• Section two: Student dependency status determination

• Section three: Parent information

• Section four: Income information (student and parent)

• Section five: Household information

• Section six: Signature



The 2020 – 2021 TASFA 



Section one: Student Information



Section one: Student Information



Section one: Student Information



Section one: Student Information



Section two: Student Dependency 
Status Determination



Section three: Parent Information



Section four: Income Information
Part A



Filing taxes: IRS 2018 income thresholds



Step four: Income Information
Parts B, C, and D



Step four: Income Information
Part E



Section five: Household Information



Section six: Signature(s)



Completing the TASFA

1. Apply for admission

2. Confirm eligibility for state aid

• Admissions or registrar

3. Notarize Affidavit of Intent

4. Males register with Selective Service

5. Confirm college accepts the TASFA 
(paper FAFSA)

6. Confirm tax filing threshold

7. Inquire with college.
Requirements may vary
• Proof of income

• IRS tax returns, W2s, tax transcript

• Explanation of how met living 
expenses

• Letters to support current situation

8. Complete, make copies, sign, and 
mail TASFAs

• Other required documents

• Registered receipt or certified mail

9. Follow up with college: 2-4 weeks



TASFA Notes





TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 1: 

If my parents don’t file taxes and they 
get paid in cash, how do I report their 
income on the TASFA?



TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 2: 

Do my parents or I need to file taxes 
if neither of us has a Social Security 
Number (SSN)? 



TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 3: 

I support my family (and have filed 
as head of household on my taxes). 
My parents do not work. Do I use my 
tax return to complete the TASFA? 



TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 4: 

One of my parents lives out of the 
country. Whose income do I report 
on the TASFA?



TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 5: 

What if my father worked in 2018 but 
was laid-off this year and hasn’t found 
work? 

Do I still report his 2018 income?



TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 6: 

Once the TASFA is complete, what do I 
do with the application?



TASFA: 
Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

Question 7: 

If I have questions once I start filling 
out the TASFA, where can I call?



Resources 

• AIE.org 

• Download application and instructions

• Watch TASFA video (English and Spanish)

• Collegeforalltexans.com

• THECB 

• Download application and instructions

• Texas Financial Aid Information Center

• 1.888.311.8881



Discussion

To order additional copies, or to request permission to reproduce any of the information provided,
please call TG Communications at (800) 252-9743.




