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Trellis Company

• Nonprofit corporation, formerly TG, established 
in 1979

• Mission: Help student borrowers successfully repay 
their education loans, and promote access and 
success in higher education

• Strong record of research and philanthropic giving 
focused on improving student outcomes, assisting 
underserved students and families, and helping 
institutions navigate the changing landscape of 
higher education
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SOSA Topics

• Demographics
• College Readiness
• Profile of Texas College 

Students
• Cost of Education and 

Sources of Aid
• Grant Aid and Net Price
• Loans
• Need and Work

• Texas College Attainment
• Student Financial Wellness
• Evidence-Based Programs 

and Interventions
• Consumer Debt
• Delinquencies, Defaults, 

and Collections
• Texas Higher Education and 

Student Debt Policy
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SOSA Report
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Texas Demographics:
The Importance of the Education 
of the Hispanic Population to the 
Future of Texas
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High School Graduation

8% 6% 7% 8% 7% 9% 7%
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19% 17% 15% 15%

34%
39% 37%

22%

32%
31%

36%

U.S. California Texas Florida New York Pennsylvania Illinois

States shown in order by size of population

People Age 25 and Older Who Have Not Finished High School 
(2018)

Whites African-Americans Hispanics

Section 2, page 11
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College Attainment

Population Age 25 and Older with a Bachelor's Degree or Higher 
by Race/Ethnicity (2018)
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27% 27% 28%26% 23% 24% 25%
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U.S. California Texas Florida New York Pennsylvania Illinois

States shown in order by size of population

Non-Hispanic Whites African-Americans Hispanics

Section 8, page 72
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College Enrollment
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Percentage of Texas High School Graduates Enrolling in College Immediately 
after Graduation
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Section 2, page 12
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Poverty in Texas

Panhandle
Total Region: 16%
Under 18:      22%

West
Total Region: 18%
Under 18:      25%

Central
Total Region: 14%
Under 18:      19%

Rio Grande
Total Region: 28%
Under 18:      39%

Gulf Coast
Total Region: 15%
Under 18:      22%

East
Total Region: 17%
Under 18:      25%

Metroplex
Total Region: 11%
Under 18:      16%

State of Texas
Total Region: 14.9%
Under 18:      21.1%

Section 1, page 4
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Low-Income High School Graduates

47% 42% 36%

62%55% 53% 57%
71%

Hispanic African-American White Other

Percentage of 2018-2019 Texas High School Graduates Enrolled in Texas Higher Education in 
Fall 2019, by Ethnicity

Economically Disadvantaged Not Economically Disadvantaged

114,194

27,621 23,513
8,139

53,082

14,932

79,452

15,897

Hispanic African-American White Other

Number of 2018-2019 Texas High School Graduates, by Ethnicity

Economically Disadvantaged Not Economically Disadvantaged
Section 2, page 13
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College Completion by Income

71%
60%

49%

36%

60%
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40%

51%

64%

40%
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than

$35,000

$35,000 -
$74,999

$75,000 -
$99,999

$100,000
and over

Total

Baccalaureate Graduation Status by 2014 Income,
2012-13 Texas Public High School Graduates Enrolled in Fall 2013 in Texas 

Higher Education

Did not graduate within 6 years Graduated within 6 years

Section 8, page 79
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Educational Pipeline

Section 8, page 77

95%

82%

60%

31%

94%

75%

53%

15%

94%

77%

46%

18%

Enrolled in 9th Grade
(FY 2010)

High School Graduate
(FY 2012-14)

Enrolled in Higher
Education

Higher Ed Degree or
Certificate (FY 2019)

Texas Student Pipeline by Race/Ethnicity
Transition Rates from 8th Grade to College Completion

White African-American Hispanic



© Trellis Company. All other trademarks cited herein are the property of their respective owners.|23 March 2021

College Completion by Race/Ethnicity

Section 8, page 74

47%
53%

28%
34%

57%
65%

37%
45%

59%
69%

41%

51%

64%
72%

47%
56%

Total White African-American Hispanic

Year student entered 

First-time Freshmen Who Entered a Texas Public University and Received a 
Bachelor's Degree within Six Years, by Ethnicity

1990 2000 2010 2013
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Texas’ Population Projections

22% 24% 26%
31%

39%

12% 13% 13% 14% 12%

49% 47%
42% 40%

37%

Less than 18 18-24 25-44 45-64 65+

Projected 2050 Population by Age and Ethnicity in Texas

White African-American Hispanic

Section 1, page 2
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Paying for a Public University 
Education in Texas
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Public University Costs

$4,324 $4,356 $3,837 $3,880

$9,148
$9,433

$10,422
$10,701

$1,147 $1,166 $1,268 $1,269

$8,951 $9,260 $9,274 $9,521

Texas U.S.

Tuition and Fees (12 
hrs per semester)

Books and Supplies

Food and Housing 
(9 months)

Other Expenses

AY 2017-18: $23,570           AY 2018-19: $24,215              AY 2017-18: $24,801            AY 2018-19: $25,371

Section 4, page 26
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Net Price – Lower for Low-Income
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Average Net Price for Full-time, First-time Undergraduates in Texas by Sector 
and Income Quintile (AY 2018-2019)

$30,000 or less

$30,001-$48,000

$48,001-$75,000

$75,001-$110,000

$110,001 or more

Section 5, page 47
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Costs Can Be Higher With Dependents

Average USDA/HUD Food and Housing Costs for Two Semesters (9 Months) for Counties and MSAs 
Where Texas Public Universities Are Located 

(AY 2018–2019)

Student sharing 1-
bedroom unit

Student sharing 2-
bedroom unit

Student living alone 
in 1-bedroom unit

Single parent 
student with 1 child 
in 2-bedroom unit

Food $2,427 $2,427 $2,427 $3,648

Housing $3,657 $4,515 $7,315 $9,030

Total Food 
and Housing

$6,084 $6,942 $9,742 $12,678

Average Room and Board Budget: $9,030

Section 4, page 30
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Texas Students Depend on Federal Aid

Section 4, page 34

46% 41%
30%

54% 58%
70%

Less than 1% Less than 1% Less than 1%

Public Four-year Private Four-year Public Two-year

Direct Student Aid From All Sources by Type in Texas, by Sector
(AY 2018-2019)

Loans Grants Work-Study

8% 7% 3%
26%

49%

7%

66%
44%

90%

Public Four-year Private Four-year Public Two-year

Direct Student Aid by Source in Texas, by Sector
(AY 2018-2019)

State Institutional Federal
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Total Grant Awards in Texas
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Total Grant Aid Awarded in Texas by Major Grant Program, 
FY2018-2019

Section 5, page 41
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Buying Power of Pell
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Total Cost of Attendance for Two Semesters Full-time Attendance at Texas 
Public Institutions Covered by Average Pell Grant Amount, by Sector

(AY 2018-2019)

Average Pell

Average Total Cost

Section 5, page 44
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State Grant Aid

$1,905 

$501 $407 

$1,006 

$449 
$320 

$2,207 

$521 
$705 

$942 

$414 $394 

California Texas Florida New York Pennsylvania Illinois

States shown in order by size of population

Total State Grant Aid (millions of current dollars)

AY 2015-2016 AY 2017-2018

Section 5, page 45
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Paying for School Through Work

47

60

50

68

42
48

40

54

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Hours of Minimum Wage Work per Week Needed to Pay for an Average 
Undergraduate Education in Texas, by Sector (2003 to 2018)
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Section 7, page 68
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Working While Enrolled

Section 7, page 66

75%
69%

21%
28%

Public Two-year All Four-year

Q29: Do you work for pay?

Yes No
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Tuition Changes Over 10 Years

37%

69%

30%

60%

33%
26% 28%

U.S. California Texas Florida New York Pennsylvania Illinois

States shown in order by size of population

Percent Change in Average Tuition at Public Four-Year Colleges, Inflation 
Adjusted, 2008-2018

Section 4, page 31
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Tuition as a Percentage of Income

Section 4, page 31

16%

13%

21% 20%

11%

Total White African-American Hispanic Asian-American

Average Tuition and Fees at a Texas Public Four-Year University as a 
Percentage of Texas Median Household Income, by Race (2017)
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Borrowing for College 
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Borrowing Rates in Texas

27%

43%

13% 13%
20%

32%

47%

21% 17%

30%

52%

81%

64%

38%

57%

White African-American Hispanic Other Total

Percentage of Texas Graduates with Student Loans, by Degree Level and 
Race/Ethnicity

(FY 2019 Graduates)

Certificate Associate Degree Bachelor's Degree

Section 8, page 80
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Cumulative Borrowing in Texas

Section 8, page 80
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Median Loan Amount For Texas Graduates with Student Loans, by Degree 
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Students Worry About Loans

58%
62%

24%
20%

Public Two-year All Four-year

Q69: I have more student loan debt than I 
expected to have at this point. (of those who 

indicated having a student loan they took 
out for themselves)

Agree/Strongly Agree Disagree/Strongly Disagree

30% 27%

70% 73%

Public Two-year All Four-year

Q70: How confident are you that you will be 
able to pay off the debt acquired while you 

were a student? (of those who indicated 
having a student loan they took out for 

themselves)

Very Confident/Confident Less than Confident

Section 9, page 89
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Repayment Outcomes

Repayment Group Percent of Borrowers Repayment Subgroup Percent of Borrowers

Defaulters 24%
Paused Any Payment 14%

Missed Any Payment 10%

Balance Increasers
21% N/A N/A

Balance Decreasers 45%

Uninterrupted 22%

Paused Any Payment 20%

Missed Any Payment 3%

Consolidators
10% N/A N/A
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Consumer Debt Delinquency
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2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020*

Percent of U.S. Consumer Debt Balance 90+ Days Delinquent, Over Time, 
2004-2020

U.S. Student Loan
Delinquency

US Credit Card
Delinquency

US Auto
Delinquency

US Mortgage
Delinquency

Section 11, page 103

* Only includes first three quarters
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Official Cohort Default Rates

17.3
15.9

14.3

12.6

10.4 10.9 10.4 10.2

14.7 13.7

11.8 11.3 11.5
10.8

10.1 9.7

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Fiscal Year Borrower Entered Repayment

Texas, National Three-year Cohort Default Rates
(FY 2010–2017)

Texas Nation

Section 12, page 107
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Cohort Default Rates by Texas Region

Panhandle
8.2%

Metroplex
10.8%

East
14.4%

Gulf Coast
11.0%

Rio Grande
7.3%

Central
8.5%

West
11.4%

State of Texas
FY 2017
10.2%

Section 12, page 108
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Cohort Default Rates by Program Length

7.6%
8.9%

16.2%
14.5%

7.1%
6.2%

13.0%

15.2%

Four-year Public Four-year Private Proprietary Two-year Public

Texas Three-year Cohort Default Rates by School Type,
FY 2017 Cohort

Texas National

Section 12, page 109
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Defaults by Graduation Status

31%

19%

6%

18%

45%

22%

8%

27%

Never graduated Associate's Degree Bachelor's Degree and
Higher

Total

Highest Completed Degree Type

Percentage of Borrowers Who Defaulted within 12 Years of Starting College, 
by Degree Type, 1995-96 and 2003-04 Cohorts

1995-96 cohort 2003-04 cohort

Section 12, page 110
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Consumer Debt Types in Texas

 $500

 $1,500

 $2,500

 $3,500

 $4,500

 $5,500

 $6,500

 $7,500

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020*

Texas Non-Mortgage Consumer Debt per Capita, 2004-2020

TX Auto Debt TX Credit Card Debt TX Student Loan Debt

Section 11, page 100
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Outstanding Student Debt in Texas
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Estimated Outstanding Student Debt in Texas
(in billions)

Section 13, page 118
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Texas Community College Students
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Vital Sector in Texas

43%

7%

46%

4%

44%

17%

33%

6%

Public Four-year Private Four-year Public Two-year Proprietary
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Undergraduates by Classification and Sector
(Fall 2018)

Public Two-year Public Four-yearSection 3, pages 17 and 19
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Profile of Community College Students
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30%

72%

14%

Private Four-year
Universities
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Public Two-year Colleges Proprietary  Schools
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Universities
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Age of Undergraduates in Texas by School Sector 
(Fall 2017)

Under 25 25-29 30 or olderSection 3, pages 18 and 20
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Profile of Community College Students

23%
17% 15%

6%

28% 25% 27%

4%

2019 Trellis Student Financial
Wellness Survey

(54 community colleges)

2019 The HOPE Center
#RealCollege Survey (171

community colleges)

2018 Wisconsin
HOPE Lab Survey

(31 community colleges)

2019 USDA Measure
of Food Security for
All U.S Households

(for comparison with
student measurements)Low Food Security Very Low Food Security

Recent Studies of Food Security Amongst Community College Students Using the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Scale

49%

15%

42%

13%

Housing Insecure Homeless

Community College Students (n=20,319) Four-year College Students (n=12,373)

Housing Security and/or Homelessness within Prior Twelve Months at 
Community Colleges, from Trellis’ Fall 2019 Survey

Section 9, pages 83 and 85
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Costs at Texas Community Colleges

$4,482 $4,797 $4,000 $4,100

$8,456 $8,565 $9,002 $9,370

$1,642 $1,733
$1,509 $1,546

$3,728
$3,844 $4,210

$4,272

Texas U.S.

Tuition and Fees (12 
hrs per semester)

Books and Supplies

Food and Housing 
(9 months)

Other Expenses

AY 2017-18: $18,308           AY 2018-19: $18,939              AY 2017-18: $18,721            AY 2018-19: $19,288

Section 4, page 27
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Net Price – Lower for Low-Income
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Texas Students Depend on Federal Aid

Section 4, page 34
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Direct Student Aid From All Sources by Type in Texas, by Sector
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Earnings and Unemployment Rates
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Contact 
Information

Carla Fletcher
Senior Research Analyst, Trellis
Carla.Fletcher@trelliscompany.org
(512) 219-4637

Find the SOSA at:
trelliscompany.org/state-of-student-aid-2021

Follow us on Twitter - @TrellisResearch

mailto:Carla.Fletcher@trelliscompany.org


Proven Services. Extraordinary Support.
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